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Early
Childheed
Training

The Visual Arts
Experiencing and Learning
Video #1: DRAWING AND FINGER PAINTING
Video #2: PAINTING
Video #3: MODELING

Video #4: CONSTRUCTION
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The Visual Arts
IntFOduCtion by Rhoda Olenick

The Visual Arts: Experiencing and Learning

Introduction ;

The visual arts offer children the opportunity to experience, explore and learn. As the children use a
wide variety of materials and techniques they are enhancing their sensory awareness and physical
dexterity. They are learning to control the various media and to express their ideas and feelings about
their world.

Through the visual arts children demonstrate initiative and autonomy. They decide which materials
they will use, how they will use them (within reason), what they will create, and when they are
finished. They are also learning to cooperate with each other and collaborate on joint projects.

The teacher’s role is to introduce the many media and techniques that are developmentally
appropriate and safe. They provide the time and space for children to work comfortably on open
ended activities. They may offer suggestions but provide no adult conceived models to copy.

When commenting on children’s work they focus on the process rather than the product. The
supervision they deem necessary is based on their knowledge of the nature of the activity, the age
and maturity of the children, the number of children and staff needed to result in a successful
experience.
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