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The Visual Arts 
Introduction by RhodaOlenick 

The Visual Arts: Experiencing and Learning 

Introduction 
The visual arts offer children the opportunity to experience, explore and learn. As the children use a 
wide variety of materials and techniques they are enhancing their sensory awareness and physical 
dexterity. They are learning to control the various media and to express their ideas and feelings about 
their world. 

Through the visual arts children demonstrate initiative and autonomy. They decide which materials 
they will use, how they will use them (within reason), what they will create, and when they are 
finished. They are also learning to cooperate with each other and collaborate on joint projects. 

The teacher's role is to introduce the many media and techniques that are developmentally 
appropriate and safe. They provide the time and space for children to work comfortably on open 
ended activities. They may offer suggestions but provide no adult conceived models to copy. 

When commenting on children's work they focus on the process rather than the product. The 
supervision they deem necessary is based on their knowledge of the nature of the activity, the age 
and maturity of the children, the number of children and staff needed to result in a successful 
experience. 
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1 VIDEO #1 

Drawing and Finger Painting 

Overview 

The stages in the development of self expression from scribbling to realism are seen most 
readily in children's drawing with crayons, markers, colored pencils, and chalk. They recreate 
their world as they understand it. They work cooperatively, talking to each other about their 
drawings, and collaborate on a mural. The teachers describe other activities, paper selection, 
and material storage and display. 

Finger painting is a very tactile and wonderfully messy experience for young children. In this 
module children are observed finger painting on paper using liquid starch and powder tempera. 
They are also seen finger painting directly on table surfaces using commercial finger paint, and 
making monoprints. The teachers describe other possible finger paint materials, tools to add, 
and cleanup. They also discuss how to help the child who is reluctant to engage in this activity. 

Questions to consider 

1. What is the importance of scribbling? 

2. What kind of crayons and other drawing materials are most suitable for young children? 

3. Why is the use of coloring books discouraged? 

4. Why is finger painting a suitable activity for young children? 

5. What happens to the child who is put off by messy activities such as finger painting? 

Vocabulary 

Read these terms with their definitions before viewing the program. 

Collaborate to work together on a common project 

Cooperate to share materials and space 

Creativity creating something that is new for the individual and that has value for the individual 

Disordered scribbling random marks made by the very young child 

Mural painting or drawing on a wall 

Ordered scribbling more controlled marks with emergence of circle form 
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