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Science: Anytime, Anyplace
Introduction -

The most important aspect of science education for young children is that they learn to
explore, to develop their own criteria, to make guesses or hypotheses about why things
are the way they are, and to figure out how to prove these guesses. Learning scientific
facts is not essential at this stage of development.

Science is all around the children and in their lives. Scientific concepts are constructed
as children engage in exploratory activity. They observe, question, take risks, make
mistakes. They learn as they pursue their interests.

Teachers are sensitive to the interests of the children. They provide materials, time and
space to support and encourage scientific investigations which are appropriate to the age
and cognitive development of the children.

The teachers may introduce activities and experiences they believe will engage children’s
interests, or they will pick up on discoveries made by the children. They ask open-ended
guestions to stimulate children’s thinking. They provide vocabulary at the appropriate
time. They accept children’s responses, even if mistaken or illogical because they
appreciate that children need time to process their observations.

To encourage scientific exploration, the teachers must prepare themselves, to acquire
basic information about each area of science, to search out resource materials so they
will be able to guide the children’s experiences.
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