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Video #1: ONE TO ONE CORRESPONDENCE; COMPARING 

Video #2: CLASSIFICATION AND SERIATION 

Video #3: SHAPE; PARTS AND WHOLES 

Video #4: SPACE; MEASUREMENT 

Video #5: NUMBER AND COUNTING; NUMERALS 
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Path To Math 
Introduction by Rhoda Olenick 

For young children, mathematical learning occurs as they act on objects and engage in 
activities in their natural environment. When children play, they build, they assemble, they use 
their imaginations, and they exercise their muscles as well as their minds. While this is going 
on, children are learning about their world and their place in it, and constructing concepts about 
all of it. 

Children learn mathematical concepts by asking questions, by making discoveries through their 
own efforts, by observing and thinking and taking risks, and making mistakes, and learning 
through their mistakes. 

These mathematical concepts lay the foundation for the later learning of the higher level of 
mathematical skills such as addition, subtraction, geometry and so on. 

Children learn best through their own experiences rather than through the pre-determined 
knowledge set for them in rote learning. 

The teacher's role is to provide the material and organize the environment so that this 
experiential learning can take place. 

Teachers help by commenting appropriately about what children have tried and 
accomplished. 
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1 VIDEO #1 
One to One Correspondence; 
Comparing 

Overview 

The early childhood teacher must provide opportunities for the child to perform activities on 
objects and to practice in a meaningful context the mathematical concepts of our particular 
culture. The source of mathematical knowledge is in the child. It is constructed by coordinating 
relationships that have their origins in mental and physical actions of the child. 

In this module you will see teachers and children exploring the concept of one to one 
correspondence and comparing. The children engage in those activities which are most 
interesting to them. The teachers support their learning by asking open-ended questions and 
using the appropriate vocabulary when the children demonstrate they have grasped the 
concept. 

Questions to Consider 

1. How do children learn one to one correspondence, and to make comparisons? 

2. What do teachers do to help children learn these concepts? 

3. What does it mean when children stay with an activity? 

Vocabulary 

Read these terms with their definitions before viewing the program. 

Comparing examining so as to perceive sameness or difference. 

Matching placing together two things that correspond. 

One to one correspondence matching one item to another. 
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