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Emergent Literacy Introduction 
There is increasing pressure to begin teaching, reading and writing to children at earlier and earlier ages. Is it 
necessary to teach literacy skills to young children? Do they learn to read and write on their own? The 
concept of Emergent Literacy is a useful tool in understanding the process through which they become literate. 
Emergent Literacy means that reading and writing skills develop or emerge along with the child's ability to use 
spoken language. The beginning efforts are not conventional or adult like but will become so in time. 
However, this process does not happen in a vacuum. 

Children need exposure to language in all its forms — written and spoken. They need to interact with 
significant caring adults, either parents or teachers, who model spoken and written language, provide books 
and writing materials, engage children in meaningful literacy activities, and most important, read to the children 
at least once a day. 

In these modules on Emergent Literacy you will observe children.teachers, and parents in a variety of settings. 
They are engaging in the activities which support the growth of literacy. The term Emergent Literacy is defined 
using visuals taken at the schools. You will meet the teachers who organize the print rich environment in 
which these activities take place. You will see the teachers in action as they work with children, demonstrating 
the skills and strategies needed to support children in their own efforts to learn to read and write and to use 
these skills in a meaningful way — to communicate, to keep track of their own ideas and experiences, and to 
discover what someone else is trying to communicate. 

Children who have these experiences will most likely become readers and writers. Teaching these skills in a 
formal or rote manner is unnecessary. The children seen in these modules are enthusiastic learners and 
explorers. Their interactions with their teachers, peers, and the materials enhance their progress towards 
literacy. 

89 


