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Emergent Literacy Introduction 
There is increasing pressure to begin teaching, reading and writing to children at earlier and earlier ages. Is it 
necessary to teach literacy skills to young children? Do they learn to read and write on their own? The 
concept of Emergent Literacy is a useful tool in understanding the process through which they become literate. 
Emergent Literacy means that reading and writing skills develop or emerge along with the child's ability to use 
spoken language. The beginning efforts are not conventional or adult like but will become so in time. 
However, this process does not happen in a vacuum. 

Children need exposure to language in all its forms — written and spoken. They need to interact with 
significant caring adults, either parents or teachers, who model spoken and written language, provide books 
and writing materials, engage children in meaningful literacy activities, and most important, read to the children 
at least once a day. 

In these modules on Emergent Literacy you will observe children.teachers, and parents in a variety of settings. 
They are engaging in the activities which support the growth of literacy. The term Emergent Literacy is defined 
using visuals taken at the schools. You will meet the teachers who organize the print rich environment in 
which these activities take place. You will see the teachers in action as they work with children, demonstrating 
the skills and strategies needed to support children in their own efforts to learn to read and write and to use 
these skills in a meaningful way — to communicate, to keep track of their own ideas and experiences, and to 
discover what someone else is trying to communicate. 

Children who have these experiences will most likely become readers and writers. Teaching these skills in a 
formal or rote manner is unnecessary. The children seen in these modules are enthusiastic learners and 
explorers. Their interactions with their teachers, peers, and the materials enhance their progress towards 
literacy. 
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VIDEO #1 

1 Emergent Literacy 
Origins and Skills 
Overview 
Emergent literacy is the most recent explanation as to how children learn to read and write. It is a 
process that begins in infancy and continues until the children read and write in conventional or 
adult like manner. 
In this module the term emergent literacy is defined and illustrated with examples of children 
exploring reading and writing in a print rich environment. 
As children engage in this process they construct understandings of how print works. These 
understandings are the foundation of the literate behaviors demonstrated by children seen in the 
module. These initial efforts are truly reading and writing. 

Questions to consider 
1. How do children learn to read and write? 
2. In what order do reading, writing and speaking occur? 
3. What do children understand about books? 
4. How necessary is formal reading instruction for young children? 
5. What is the relationship between the child's environment and learning to read and write? 

Vocabulary 
Read these terms with their definitions before viewing the program. 

Directionality - the direction in which a language is read. English is read from left to right, from top 
to bottom from left page to right page. 

Emergent literacy - the process through which children learn to read and write, gradually the 
abilities become more conventional or adult like. The skills depend on the overall experience with 
words and print, and interaction with adults throughout childhood. 

Invented spelling - children spell words according to the way they sound to the individual child. 

Phonemic awareness - the awareness that letters and sounds are connected. 

Print rich environment - an environment in which children are exposed to books, read to daily, 
provided with writing materials, their is displayed at child's eye level, and meaningful reading and 
writing experiences are presented. 
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Instructional Objectives 
When you have successfully completed this module you will be able to: 
1 .Define the term emergent literacy. 
2. Describe the components of emergent literacy. 
3.Identify children's understandings in emergent literacy. 
4. Recognize behaviors which indicate literacy development. 
5.List the continuum along which writing develops. 

r^ 

Self-test ' 
After studying the objectives and watching the video, take the self-test to check your progress. 
1. Define the term emergent literacy H 

. I 

2.State the components of emergent literacy H 

3.Match the description with the understanding H 
a. Print carries meaning I 
b. Print is organized 
c. Phonemic awareness n 
d. Directionality ! 

1. Child connects letters to sound. 
2. Child asks "Where does it say that"? 
3. Child reads from left to right. 
4. Child spells mother's name. 

inn 

4. Review the video and respond to the following: ' 
a. Observe 4 year old reading a book. List the book handling skills you observe. 
b. Find an example of child using "story language". 
c. Find an example where child reads story. 
d. Find an example where child differentiates between drawing and writing. 
e. Child asks teacher "what did I write"? What dose this tell you about child's knowledge of writing? 
f. Find an example of child incorporating literacy in play? 

5. Put the writing samples in the order in which they usually appear. H 
a. invented letter forms i 
b. invented spelling 
c. scribbles 
d. reverse letters : 
e. letter strings 

(irr—j 
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2 
VIDEO #2 

Emergent Literacy 
The Role of Parents & Teachers 

Overview 
Emergent literacy is a term which describes how children construct their understanding of how 
print works. This understanding does not occur in a vacuum. The quality and quantity of oral 
language and print experiences in the children's environment effect their level of attainment in 
reading and writing. In this module the role of parents and teachers is explored. We see 
parents and children interacting in a variety of functional literate tasks ie: going to the library, 
writing a shopping list, reading labels, making a birthday card for a friend. Most significantly, 
parents talk to and read to their children. These activities are most likely to produce children 
who are readers and writers. In the school teachers and parents cooperate to enhance the role 
of the parent. The teachers demonstrate their knowledge of emergent literacy in the preparation 
of a print rich environment and in their sensitivity to the backgrounds, needs and interests of the 
individual children. Finally, they demonstrate specific strategies which are designed to assist the 
children in their growing understanding of print. 

Questions to consider 
1 .How important are parents to their child's development of literacy? 
2.What should parents do to help children learn to read and write? 
3.What is the best environment for learning to read and write? 
4.What skills do teachers need to assist children in becoming literate? 
5. How necessary is formal instruction? 

Vocabulary 
Read these terms with their definitions before viewing the program. 

Environmental print - print which occurs in surroundings such as billboards, posters, labels. 

Expressive language - language child uses to express needs, wants, ideas, feelings, etc. 

Functional literate tasks - tasks which are carried out in the normal routine eg. writing letters, 
sending messages, making lists, following recipes.. 

Open ended questions - questions which require more than one word response. "How" and 
" Why" questions work best. 

Print rich environment - an environment in which children are exposed to books, read to daily, 
provided with writing materials, their writing is displayed at child's eye level and meaningful writing 
and reading experiences are presented. 

Receptive language - words which child understands, his listening vocabulary. 
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Instructional objectives 
When you have successfully completed this module, you will be able to : 
1 .Discuss the role of the parent in the child's development of literacy. 
2.Describe the print rich environment. 
3.Describe the techniques and skills teachers need to encourage children in learning to read and 

write. 
4.Describe the natural way in which children learn the letters of the alphabet. 
5.Ask open ended questions. 

Self-Test ~] 
After studying the objectives and watching the video take the self-test to check your progress. 
1 .Discuss the relationships of the quality and quantity of parental interaction to the child's 

development of literacy. 

/*"•") 

2.Describe a classroom that could be considered a print rich environment. 

p*-\ 

3.List 4 things teachers do to model literate behavior. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

4.Read a favorite children's story. Write at least four open ended questions about the story. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

pnr-} 
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5. Review the section of the video where teachers support children's recognition of letters and words. 
Select 2 samples and describe what the teacher is doing and why. 

a.Teacher Susan and child with a clipboard, 
b.Teacher Kara pointing to words as she reads 
c.Teacher Susan and children tracing letters 
d.Teacher Kara helps child spell words 
e.Teacher Kara encourages children to make predictions 

1 . ! 
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