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Video 2: Sensory and Art 
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Application of materials Apply materials to stay in place through materials 
such as glue. 

Body movement Sense of locomotion felt though muscle movement. 

Contact paper Clear plastic consisting one sticky side and one smooth side. 

Function of tools Purpose and work of tools. 

Hearing Sense of perceiving sound through the ears. 

Light Table A table built as a box with a translucent Plexiglas cover and a 
fluorescent light inside to light up the table top. Available commercially or can be 
made. 

Representation of objects Understanding that one form of an object, such as 
a picture, can stand for the real one. 

Sense of self in space Knowing the location of the body in space 

Sight Sense of seeing through use of the eyes. 



Smell Sense of perceiving odors through use of the nose. 

Tactile What is experienced through touch. 

Taste Gustatory sense; knowing flavor through act of tasting. 

Texture walk Materials of varying textures for children to walk on. 

Touch One of the senses that employs tactile sensations; to be in contact both 
actively and receptively. 

Objectives 
1. List the five senses and sense of the body in movement and in space and give an 

example of each. 

2. Discuss the meaning of touch conveyed within the important relationships the 
young child experiences. 

3. Describe the sensory experience of touch involving hands and mouth. 

4. Describe the sensory experience of sight and the objects and tools that can extend 
use of sight for the infant and toddler. 

5. Describe how music is used to enhance the sense of hearing and provide examples 
of the way music is used with the very young child. 

6. Describe the sense of the body in movement and understanding self in space. 

7. Describe the following sensory experiences and give examples of specific activities. 
Sand 
Water 
Snow 
Experiences using touch 
Experiences combining senses of touch, sight, smell, and taste. 

8. Describe how art experiences encompass many areas of sensory learning for 
toddlers. 

9. Describe appropriate art experiences for toddlers. 

lO.Discuss how art can function in making connections in uses of tools and materials 
and representation of objects. 



'iscussion 
& Activities 

To the instructor: 
The discussions and classroom activities that follow are meant 
to involve the learner in changing beliefs and behavior as teachers. 
Select those that are meaningful—or develop unique learning 
experiences for your particular group. Following this, a separate 
section of activities takes the learner beyond the classroom for 
involvement with children and in child care situations. 

Sensory experiences 
1. Ask students to list activities that children are engaged in throughout the 

video. 
What are children gaining in each sensory experience? 
What are they learning? 
From this discussion students will have an overall view of the activities 
emphasizing the various senses: touch, sight, hearing, taste, smell, sense 
of movement and self in space. 

Meaning of touch 
2. Discuss the meaning of touch within a significant relationship that the infant 

has. Review the following sections: the father saying goodbye to Avran, Ana 
caressing Natalie, and Sandra with Caleb eating his breakfast. 
What are the kinds of touch that Avran enjoys with his father? 
How does Natalie respond to Ana's caring touch? 
How does Caleb communicate his wants to Sandra? 
How does the caring and loving get communicated by touch? By the adult? 
By the child? 

Touch 
3. Explain how the infant learns through the use of hands and mouth in touching. 

You can review the early parts of the video where this is shown. 

Place the list of objects to touch along with infants and toddlers of various ages. 
Ask students how they would feel about an infant or young toddler touching 
various objects with their hands: water, paint, grass, the floor in the child's home 
or at the center the window, food during an activity, food during a snack or meal, 
a stranger's face. Record the student responses if a graph form. 



I Then ask students how they would feel about the same age child mouthing the 
same objects and materials above. Record the responses on a different chart. 

^ Ask a student to tally the responses. Ask students their reasons for their 
answers. Discuss the influence of family beliefs on their answers above. What is 

f behind these beliefs? Explore what may influence some of these beliefs in 
I earlier generations—such as unclean floors, difficulty in laundering the child's 

clothing, since food is scarce it should not be played with, etc. Point out that 
families may also share these beliefs. 

In light of what we know today about how young children learn, discuss what 
should be available for children to explore through touch. What can be done to 

^ select and prepare materials so they are safe and healthy for young children to 
handle materials? Ask them to consider what can be done to enhance the 
comfort level for themselves, and of parents who may also share some of these 

^ beliefs. 

Sight 
* 3. Discuss the objects, photos, books which can enhance the visual field. 

What is each child's focus in the video? 
[ What kinds of objects, pictures, and books could be selected for very 
u. young children? 

Where should they be placed? (At the sight level of the particular group 
of children, near the floor where children play, at the adult's shoulder level 

- for infants who are carried, etc.) 
How should these materials be prepared? (Since children will pull pictures 
off the wall, they can be covered with large sheets of contact paper, or 

«•* behind a large plexiglas frame.) 

4. Describe some tools that help children focus on seeing: 
- Magnifying glass 

Mirror 
[ Light table 
^ How are children using them? 

How else could children use these tools? 
[ What other tools can be used for enhancing sight? (Clear or cardboard tube, 
y camera, periscope, flashlight.) 

Music enhances hearing 
" 5. How does music enhance the sense of hearing? 

What other learning can be involved with music? 
I How did the caregiver tailor music to the individual child? 

What did the child gain from music presented to her individually or part of a 
small group? 

u 6. What ways are music used in this video? 
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