
Magna Videos 

Video Workbook 

Curriculum for Infants and Toddlers 
Video 3: Exploring and Learning 

Vocabulary 

Arranging objects in space Ordering and arranging objects in space such as 
in containers or on a floor area. 

Consistency of objects The child knows that objects continue to have the 
same characteristics over time. 

Follow the child Adult observing the focus of a child and responding to that 
interest. 

Joint involvement Both caregiver and child actively focused on an interest of 
the child. 

Learn A change in behavior through finding out. 

Leave-taking and returning Leaving the presence of a loved one and 
reuniting with that person like what the child experiences in child care daily. 
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Object permanence Knowing an object continues to exist even when it is no 
longer seen. 

Problem solving Actively engaging in ways to change a situation seen as an 
obstacle. 

Responsive caregiver Person responsible for the care of the child who is 
knows the child well and provides reciprocal interactions during care. 

Trusted caregiver Caregiver that the child relies on to provide essential needs 
in a consistent caring manner. 

Objectives 
1. Discuss ways that infants and toddlers explore and learn in child care settings. 

2. Describe how the trusted caregiver is first the child's primary mode of learning. 

3. Describe exploring and learning through the relationship with the caregiver and 
the joint attention given to interactions with objects. 

4. Describe children's thinking seen as they arrange objects in space and problem 
solve. 

5. Explain the role of the caregiver in supporting learning for the infant and toddler. 

6. Compare the ways of exploring and learning for infants and toddlers with the ways 
children learn in elementary school. 

7. Describe the foundations of complex thinking and compare this with lower-level 
thinking processes. 

Discussion 
& Activities 

To the instructor: 
The discussions and classroom activities that follow are meant 
to involve the learner in changing beliefs and behavior. Select 
those that are meaningful—or develop unique learning experiences 
for your particular group. A separate section of activities takes the 
learner beyond the classroom for involvement with children and in 
child care situations. 
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Infants and toddlers learning 
1. Ask students to list the learning occurring throughout the video. Discuss the 

learning that occurred for each age group. Divide into small groups and ask 
each group to select one of the incidents and discuss what was happening 
that made this learning. Regroup, asking each group to comment on the 
learning in the particular circumstance. Ask others to add their ideas of 
learning as groups report. 

Then ask the group to define learning for the very young child. Combine their 
Ideas into a composite description of learning that is particular for this age. 

Caregivers involved in the learning 
2. Ask each group to consider what the caregiver is doing in each of the 

situations they discussed. In some cases, the adult was not seen to be 
actively involved, but in others played a significant role. Would the learning 
be the same whether or not the caregiver is involved? Lead them to consider 
other ways the caregiver supported learning. Some points to look for are: 
setting the environment, providing particular materials that follow the child's 
interest, giving uninterrupted time for learning. Point out that caregivers 
cannot possibly be involved in every learning incident and on many 
occasions the child is not in close contact with caregiver at some periods 
of the day. 

3. Compare the kind of learning occurring in the video with classroom learning in 
the elementary school. Bring the discussion to examining the roles of the 
caregiver and teacher with older and younger age groups. One of the huge 
differences your student group should realize is that the young child chooses 
what he is interested in. Contrast this with the expected outcomes of 
elementary school. 
In which is the child likely to hold more interest? 
Does the depth of learning correlate with the interest in learning? 
How much is the child expected to leam on his own? Through group 
instruction? 

Your students can realize that, when compared, there are great differences 
in expectations, adult role and relationships. 

The trusted caregiver involved with child 
4. Compare the caregiver-child relationship of Shavoni, the infant new to the 

center with Kiera who stands near her caregiver, Genoveva. How does a 
trusted relationship affect the process of learning? 
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