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Curriculum for Infants and Toddlers 
Video 1: Child-Centered Curriculum 
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Vocabulary 
Appropriate curriculum Plans for activities and experiences that are right for 
that age of child, and for this particular child at this time. 
Child-centered curriculum Cuniculum for infants and toddlers that focuses on 
one child for a period of time. This follows the child's interests, emerging abilities 
and physiological needs. 
Close to child Experiences that the child experiences or sees at home or in 
child care. 
Curriculum implementation After planning, the ideas for activities and 
experiences are put into effect. 
Observe Watch a child closely to obtain information. Information can be shared 
in written form or verbally. 
Obtain information Gain information about a child through observation, 
participation with the child, and conferring with a parent. 
Physiological needs The basic needs of the child for nutrition, sleep, toileting 
and diapering on a schedule that meets the child's needs. 
Sensory Dealing with the senses. Activities for the infant and toddler often 
emphasize one or more senses. 
Target child A child selected to be the focus for curriculum planning for the 
time period. Another child will receive the same focus in the next time period. 
Team planning All the members of the teaching team in a classroom come 
together to plan curriculum. 
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Objectives 
1. Describe the following principles of child-centered curriculum 

Curriculum is responsive to the individual child 
Caregivers collaborate with each other and with parents to individualize 
curriculum 
Curriculum us planned to follow the target child's interests and emerging abilities 
and meet physiological needs during the day. 
Other children also participate in the individualized curriculum—and at another 
time they will experience individualized curriculum planned for them. 

2. Outline the steps and the process involved in child-centered curriculum 
Observe 
Plan with team 
Implement 
Evaluate 

3. Discuss the ways caregivers obtain information through observing and participating 
with the target child so they can bring information to team planning. 

4. Describe the ways caregivers share knowledge gained about the child and engage 
in team planning for the target child. 

5. Discuss the meaning of the following concepts: 
The child will "tell" you the curriculum. 
"Curriculum is close to the child." 

6. Discuss what is appropriate and not appropriate curriculum for infants, toddlers, 
two-year-olds and make meaningful selections of activities geared to the child. 

7. Describe the difference between activities for children under three and preschool 
years, ways in which the very young children best learn and the size of group for 
specific activities. 

8. Describe how curriculum is implemented and how caregivers confer with parents 
about curriculum for the target child. 

9. Discuss what caregivers learn through implementation of curriculum and ongoing 
evaluation. 

lO.Describe significance of the team planning of child-centered curriculum by the 
caregivers. 



Discussion 
& Activities 

Principles of Child-Centered Curriculum 
1. Find an example of each of the following principles in the video: 

Curriculum is responsive to the individual child. (For planning 
each team selects a target child for individualized planning.) 

Caregivers collaborate with each other and with parents to individualize 
curriculum. (Team members thoroughly discuss their understanding of 
the target child. They plan to confer with the parent. The team then details 
plans for each child's curriculum.) 

Curriculum us planned to follow the target child's interests and emerging 
abilities and meet physiological needs during the day. (In planning for 
Zachary, sensory materials was the focus. This followed his interests. 
For Shivani, the new child, the focus was on meeting needs of security, 
nutrition and sleep.) 

Other children also participate in the individualized curriculum— 
and at another time they will experience individualized curriculum planned 
for them (Other children beside Zachary enjoyed the painting and snow. 
The team will focus on another target child the next time.) 

Discuss the meaning of concepts on curriculum planning: 
2. Place on the board these two concepts: 

The child will "tell" you the curriculum. 
"Curriculum is close to the child." 

Ask students to write a definition of each phrase or devise a new phrase that 
has the same meaning. 

(Examples of each are: 
All we need to do is follow the target child's interests and 
develop activities from these interests. 
From observing what the child likes and what he can do, 
we can easily decide his curriculum. 
The kinds of activities and experiences for the infant or 
toddler are mainly the things he experiences in his life 
at the center or at home.) 

Students can explain the meaning of their own phrases to another, then write 
them on the board under the two concepts. 


