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VIDEO #2 

Emergent Literacy 
The Role of Parents & Teachers 

Overview 
Emergent literacy is a term which describes how children construct their understanding of how 
print works. This understanding does not occur in a vacuum. The quality and quantity of oral 
language and print experiences in the children's environment effect their level of attainment in 
reading and writing. In this module the role of parents and teachers is explored. We see 
parents and children interacting in a variety of functional literate tasks ie: going to the library, 
writing a shopping list, reading labels, making a birthday card for a friend. Most significantly, 
parents talk to and read to their children. These activities are most likely to produce children 
who are readers and writers. In the school teachers and parents cooperate to enhance the role 
of the parent. The teachers demonstrate their knowledge of emergent literacy in the preparation 
of a print rich environment and in their sensitivity to the backgrounds, needs and interests of the 
individual children. Finally, they demonstrate specific strategies which are designed to assist the 
children in their growing understanding of print. 

Questions to consider 
1 .How important are parents to their child's development of literacy? 
2.What should parents do to help children learn to read and write? 
3.What is the best environment for learning to read and write? 
4.What skills do teachers need to assist children in becoming literate? 
5. How necessary is formal instruction? 

Vocabulary 
Read these terms with their definitions before viewing the program. 

Environmenta l prin t - print which occurs in surroundings such as billboards, posters, labels. 
Expressiv e languag e - language child uses to express needs, wants, ideas, feelings, etc. 
Functiona l literat e tasks - tasks which are carried out in the normal routine eg. writing letters, 
sending messages, making lists, following recipes.. 
Open ended question s - questions which require more than one word response. "How" and 
" Why" questions work best. 
Prin t rich environmen t - an environment in which children are exposed to books, read to daily, 
provided with writing materials, their writing is displayed at child's eye level and meaningful writing 
and reading experiences are presented. 
Receptiv e languag e - words which child understands, his listening vocabulary. 
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Instructional objectives 
When you have successfully completed this module, you will be able to : 
1 .Discuss the role of the parent in the child's development of literacy. 
2.Describe the print rich environment. 
3.Describe the techniques and skills teachers need to encourage children in learning to read and 

write. 
4.Describe the natural way in which children learn the letters of the alphabet. 
5.Ask open ended questions. 

Self-Test ~] 
After studying the objectives and watching the video take the self-test to check your progress. 
1 .Discuss the relationships of the quality and quantity of parental interaction to the child's 

development of literacy. 
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2.Describe a classroom that could be considered a print rich environment. 
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3.List 4 things teachers do to model literate behavior. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

4.Read a favorite children's story. Write at least four open ended questions about the story. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
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5. Review the section of the video where teachers support children's recognition of letters and words. 
Select 2 samples and describe what the teacher is doing and why. 

a.Teacher Susan and child with a clipboard, 
b.Teacher Kara pointing to words as she reads 
c.Teacher Susan and children tracing letters 
d.Teacher Kara helps child spell words 
e.Teacher Kara encourages children to make predictions 
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According to the teacher in the video, what is the best approach to working with 
children who are not speakers of standard English? 

7. How do children learn the letters of the alphabet if teacher does not drill? 

Correction: BJ White is co-Director/teacher at North Avenue Day Nursery 

The home Literacy Center 
Compiled by BJ. White 

What things should be in it? 
• Pencil, markers,crayons 
• Paper 
• Pencil Sharpener 
• Glue Stick 
• Scissors 
• Ruler 
• Books 
• Magazines 
• Stencils 
• Notebooks 
• Bookmarks 
• Chalkboard 
• Chalk 
• Puzzles 
• Magnetic Letters & Numbers 
• Labels 
• Pictures 
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Emergent Literacy: 
Self-Test Answer  Key (continued) 
Video #2 -Emergent Literacy - Role of Parents and Teachers 
1. In your  answers include: 

a. functional literate tasks 
b. availability of books 
c. time spent reading to children 
d. parental modeling 
e. parent and child interaction 
f. parent and child conversations. 
g. literacy kits 

2. In your answers include: 
Availability and accessibility of books, writing materials, teacher-child interactions, child-child interactions. 

3. Possible answers: 
a. read to children 
b. read notes and bulletins 
c. write notes 
d. bring reading material from home 
e. write and read children's dictation 
f. keep track of library books 
g. take attendance 

4. Remember open-ended questions require more than a one word response. Why and how questions are best. 

5. a. Familiarizing child with individual letters that make up a word. 
b. Demonstrating directionality and concept that words in story remain the same each time it is read. 
c. Children learn letters through touch, practice writing letters, arranging letters into words. 
d. Helping child with phonemic awareness - relating letters to sounds 
e. Increasing awareness of story construction 

6. In your answer include: 
a. sensitivity to child's feelings 
b. respect child's efforts 
c. learn child's interests 
d. appreciate individual ways of learning 

7. In your  answer  include: 
a. children see letters when names are written 
b. their dictation is displayed 
c. books are read 
d. ask teachers to spell meaningful names and words. 
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