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VIDEO #2

Plants

Overview

Children learn about plants by examining seeds, comparing their likenesses and differences.
They plant seeds in soil and on cotton balls to be able to observe germination and growth.
They learn what plants need in order to grow. They refer to books which provide information
about the planting process. Their activity is documented by their teachers and shared with the
whole group.

The teacher supports the children’s interest in plants by asking open ended questions,
encouraging observations, and demonstrating her interest in the activity.

Questions to consider

1. What will children learn when planting seeds?
2. What does it mean when children stay with an activity?
3. How is the planting activity integrated into the curriculum?

4. In addition to seeds, what are other suitable activities with plants?

Vocabulary
Read these terms with their definitions before viewing the program.

Embryo The rudimentary form or germ of anything in its earliest stage
Germinate Seeds begin to sprout

Propagate To cause plants to reproduce

Root The descending axis of a plant

Soil The ground or earth in which plants grow

Stem The ascending axis of a plant
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Instructional Objectives

When you have successfully completed this module you will be able to:
1. Plan appropriate activities with seeds.

2. Integrate plant activities into other curriculum areas.

3. Plan activities using plants other than in seed form.

4. Describe the role of the teacher in implementing the activity with plants.

Self test

After studying the objectives and watching the video take the self test to check your progress.

1. List 3 appropriate activities with plants
1.

2,

3.

2. Describe how to integrate activities with plants into 3 other curriculum areas.
a. Languagelliteracy

b. Math

c. Field trips

d. Visual arts

3. You bring a pumpkin into class. Name 3 activities you plan around this plant.
1.

2.

3.

4. Name follow up activities for this planting experience.

5. Describe what the teacher does to insure activity will be suitable for the children.
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Science: Anytime, Anyplace
Self-Test Answer Key

Video #1 - Animals

1.

Guinea pig, rabbit, fish bird, worms, ant farm,
butterflies, caterpillars, insects, etc.
Any animal not prohibited by state and local codes.

a. Take dictation, make books, journals, read books
b. Comparison, measurement, counting, matching
¢. Bug hunt, caring for animals

d. Imitate animal movement, songs about animals

Observe, make notes re spider movement, body
covering, examine web, count legs, compare size,
shape, make drawings of spider, read books, chart
changes in web

How does spider get to her web?

What does she do with the insects she catches?
How does she spin her web?

How does she move? In what direction?

What covers her body?

How is her shape same or different than an ant?
Why does a spider have eight legs?

Go to the library for books, articles, video tapes.

Visits to pet shop, farms, zco. Invite pets to
classroom. Visit classmates homes to see pets.
Go on nature walks or bug hunts to collect
specimens. Invite animal expert to class.

Video #2 - Plants

1.

Planting seeds in soil or cotton balls, propagating
plants from leaves, rcots, stems, comparing fruits
and vegetables, comparing cooked and uncooked
forms of fruits and vegetables, planting garden with
vegetable and flower seeds, using senses to explore
smell, taste, texture of plants; prepare fruits and
vegetables for snacks.

a. Read books, keep journals, take dictation
b. Count, compare, match, graph growth

c. Visit local produce market, farmer's market
d. Draw and paint own visualization of plants

Cut up and cook pumpkin, use for pie, cookies, soup, etc.

Roast seeds and eat. Observe deterioration of pumpkin.

Place pots in soil outside, read books about seeds,
visit neighbor's garden, caok edible beans and

taste®, abserve and chart growth of seeds.

( "Note wamings on seed packets as to treated seeds,
especially corn and squash seeds )

Work with small group, have all materials ready

and on hand, allow plenty of time for exploration and
observation, allow children freedom to stay or leave
activity, have confidence in children, offer many
choices.

Video #3 - The Human Body

1.

Step by step instructions and charts in washing hands,
brushing teeth, changing sheets, putting down cots,
preparing snacks, serving self at mealtime.

Include in your answer:
balance, energy expended in climbing, cycling, sense
of body in space when climbing up or hanging down.

Body awareness

Body silhouettes-name body parts
Tracing shadows

Climbing parallel bars

Climbing in and out of tires

Noting likenesses and differences
among classmates

Graphing similarities and differences
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a. Books, journal, dictation

b. Drawing self portraits, making body silkouettes
¢. Measuring and graphing height and weight

d. Outdoor activity, using dough, sand, water

Sensory awareness

Making play dough

Tasting self prepared snacks
Playing with sand and water
Noting scents in food, flowers, etc.
Feeling textures

Listening to sounds

Finger painting
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